Tim Johnson Fights Mechanical Issues at Gloucester to post strong finishes
Tim Johnson, US Cyclocross racing’s first superstar, failed to earn a victory at the recent Gloucester (MA) Gran Prix, but demonstrated remarkable power and poise confronting crucial equipment difficulties to squeeze out sixth and second place finishes in the two-day event.  Clearly building to race-winning form, Johnson (Cannondale/LEER/ Cyclocrossworld.com) found himself chasing the pack both days in Gloucester as two minor, but time-wasting mechanical difficulties forced him to play the unfamiliar role of “catch-up.”  

During the first-day run of the Gloucester Gran Prix, Johnson fell from the front to mid-twentieth place when he rolled a tire off the rim.  After a quick bike change, he burned his way back through the field posting race-best lap times, and ending a respectable sixth.  
On the second day of GP racing at Glouchester, a mid-race crash twisted Johnson’s handlebars and he sprinted back to the pits for his spare bike.  The incident cost him a score of positions, but, once again, Tim’s power pushed him through the crowd, until he was just 10 lengths behind Chris Jones (Nerac), who was then in second place at the start of the last lap.  Jones flatted on his sprint for the line, leaving second place to Johnson.

While the top spot on the podium wasn’t in the cards at Gloucester, cyclocross fans who saw Johnson work his way back through the field were convinced that he is clearly at a race-winning fitness level.  Competitors, too, were sure to notice that no one, even the race winners, could power and finesse their way around the course as fast as Johnson.  
Accidents and equipment issues are common in the world of cyclocross racing, with its rough-and-tumble off-road courses that place extraordinary demands on riders and their gear.  Tim himself shrugged off the bad luck, noting that the season was still young.  
A new part of Tim’s 2007-08 cyclocross campaign is the sponsorship support of Team LEER, a project spearheaded by LEER, the nation’s leading manufacturer of fiberglass truck caps and tonneaus.  LEER provided Tim and his cyclocross-star wife, Lyne Bessette, with a 2008 Toyota Tundra 4WD pickup truck, outfitted with a LEER Model 100XQ truck cap and products from major truck accessories manufacturers like Thule (roof rack, bike racks, accessories and support trailer), Yokohama (tires), Niche (wheels), Precision Grille (front grille), Wise Industries (BedRug bedliner), Westin Automotive (step bars and other bolt-on accessories), and Ready Lift (suspension and lift kit).  Shlomo Fatal of The Sketch Farm provided the cyclocross-theme graphics.

LEER expects its sponsorship of Team LEER to reach in two directions:  providing pickup truck owners heightened awareness to the sport of cyclocross, and providing cyclocross participants a heightened awareness of how well LEER suits the demands of their sport. 

More information about Tim, Lyne, their 2007-08 cyclocross season, Team LEER participants, and the complete LEER product line is available online at www.teamleer.com.

